CEIRIOG  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


) 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

for 

1953 


I have  the  honour  to  present  my  third  Annual  Report  on 
the  Health  and  vital  statistics  of  the  Ceiriog  R.D.C.  for  the  year 
ending  31st  December,  1953. 

The  most  important  events  in  this  year  were  the  Coronation 
of  Her  Majesty  Queen  Elizabeth  on  June  2nd,  which  was  followed 
in  July  by  the  visit  of  Her  Majesty  to  North  Wales.  To  celebrate 
the  Coronation  all  the  school  children  were  given  a tea  and  a 
souvenir  mug  and  the  old  age  pensioners  also  had  a special  tea. 

Both  the  Coronation  Ceremony  and  the  Royal  visit  to  North 
Wales  will  live  long  in  the  memory  of  those  who  had  the  good 
fortune  to  witness  them.  This  was  greatly  facilitated  by  the 
aid  of  television  which  can  bring  great  events  into  the  homes 
of  the  humblest  and  enabled  the  Coronation  to  be  seen  by  the 
great  majority  of  the  population,  which  was  never  possible  before 
this  wonderful  instrument  was  perfected. 

THE  POPULATION. 

The  population  of  our  district  as  given  by  the  Registrar 
General  for  1953  was  7,375  as  compared  to  7,417  in  1952,  which 
shows  a fall  of  42  and  is  257  less  than  the  census  figure  of  7,632 
for  1951.  This  is  a rather  unexpected  decrease  considering  the 
large  number  of  houses  that  have  been  erected  and  the  number 
of  families  still  on  the  Waiting  List  demanding  houses. 

BIRTHS. 

The  total  number  of  live  births  for  1953  was  111  as  compared 
to  114  in  1952  so  that  the  difference  was  only  3.  It  is  satisfactory 
to  note  that  the  number  of  births  has  been  so  well  maintained 
at  a time  when  the  general  tendency  is  towards  lower  birth  rates. 
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BIRTH  RATE. 

The  Birth  Rate  for  1953  was  15.05  as  compared  to  15.77 
for  1952. 

The  adjusted  birth  rate  was  17.07  which  is  well  above  that 
for  England  and  Wales  at  15.5. 

STILL  BIRTHS. 

The  number  of  still  births  that  occurred  during  the  year  was 
4 as  compared  to  3 in  1952.  None  of  these  were  illegitimate. 

DEATHS. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  was  99  as  compared  to  85  in  1952 
giving  a death  rate  of  12.06  as  compared  to  11.46  in  1952.  The 
death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  11.4. 

Diseases  of  the  heart  and  circulatory  system  accounted  for 
three-quarters  of  the  deaths  numbering  61  while  there  were  10 
deaths  from  Cancer. 


INFANT  DEATHS. 

The  number  of  infant  deaths  (occurring  in  children  under 
12  months  old)  was  3,  which  is  the  same  as  the  figure  for  1952. 
This  gives  an  Infantile  Death  Rate  of  27.1  as  compared  to  26.3 
in  1952.  The  Infantile  Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  was 
26.8.  This  low  infant  death  rate  has  been  a very  satisfactory 
feature  of  the  last  2 years  and  is  mainly  due  to  hygienic  feeding 
and  the  disappearance  of  many  infectious  diseases  fatal  to  infants. 
The  advice  given  at  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centres  is  also 
of  great  value  in  this  respect. 

PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OVER  NOTIFIABLE 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

During  the  early  months  of  1953  there  was  a severe  epidemic 
of  Measles  throughout  England  and  Wales.  Your  district  was 
affected  to  the  extent  of  69  cases.  Very  little  progress  seems  to 
be  made  in  measures  to  prevent  the  spread  of  Measles  and  in 
thickly  populated  areas  nearly  all  the  children  became  infected. 
The  reason  being  that  the  Public  treat  Measles  as  of  little  import- 
ance and  make  no  attempt  to  isolate  the  patients.  The  general 
attitude  seems  to  be  that  children  are  sure  to  catch  Measles  so 
they  might  as  well  have  it  now  and  get  it  over.  This  attitude  is 
wrong,  for  Measles  can  cause  unpleasant  and  dangerous  complic- 
ations such  as  ear  trouble,  sore  eyes  and  chest  complaints  and  it 
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could  be  prevented  from  spreading  if  the  ordinary  simple  pre- 
cautions of  isolating  the  infected  person  were  taken  early  enough. 

There  was  a welcome  drop  in  the  number  of  cases  of  tuber- 
culosis. The  total  being  6 as  compared  to  16  in  1953.  5 were 

of  the  pulmonary  variety  and  1 non-pulmonary. 

In  the  middle  of  the  year  3 cases  of  Infantile  Paralysis  were 
notified  and  occurred  in  the  Tregeiriog  area.  All  were  children 
attending  the  same  school.  They  were  sent  to  the  isolation 
hospital  and  all  contacts  isolated  as  several  had  been  travelling 
to  school  together  in  the  same  taxi.  Although  investigations 
were  made  the  original  source  of  the  infection  was  not  traced. 


IMMUNISATION  AND  VACCINATION. 

The  County  Council  is  the  responsible  body  for  providing 
the  facilities  for  immunisation  and  vaccination  which  can  be 
carried  out  at  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinic  or  the  school 
or  by  the  General  Practitioners. 

Combined  immunisation  against  Diphtheria  and  Whooping 
Cough  is  new  becoming  more  popular  although  the  total  number 
who  availed  themselves  of  this  service  was  disappointing  and  is 
given  below  : — 

9 received  a primary  dose  against  Diphtheria. 

56  received  a booster  dose. 

34  were  immunised  against  Diphtheria  and  Whoop- 
ing Cough. 

Of  the  114  children  born  in  1952  not  more  than  42  were 
immunised,  which  is  not  a high  proportion.  Until  1951  73.2% 
of  children  from  1 — 5 years  had  been  immunised  in  this  district. 

In  order  to  ensure  immunity  from  Diphtheria  it  is  necessary 
to  secure  the  immunisation  of  not  less  than  75%  of  babies  before 
their  first  birthday.  When  the  percentage  falls  below  this  figure 
there  is  always  the  danger  that  Diphtheria  may  break  out  again. 
Parents  should  be  made  to  realise  this  danger  and  every  effort 
is  made  to  persuade  them  by  the  Health  Visitor  whose  duty  it 
is  to  visit  all  infants  under  12  months  in  their  homes. 

VACCINATION. 

Vaccination  is  now  performed  at  the  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  Clinics  and  this  may  do  something  towards  counteracting 
its  fall  from  favour  with  the  public  since  it  was  made  non-com- 
pulsory. 

34  children  were  vaccinated  for  the  first  time  in  1953,  while 
3 were  re-vaccinated. 
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MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  CLINICS  AND  HEALTH 
VISITING. 

There  are  3 Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinics  in  our 
District  situated  at  Chirk,  Llanrhaeadr  and  Glynceiriog.  The 
two  at  Chirk  and  Glynceiriog  have  been  in  operation  for  many 
years  but  it  was  very  satisfactory  to  have  the  one  at  Llanrhaeadr 
officially  opened  on  June  8th,  1953,  and  this  will  function  on 
Monday  afternoon  at  intervals  of  a fortnight.  This  Clinic  will 
satisfy  the  long  felt  needs  of  the  mothers  of  Llanrhaeadr,  Llan- 
silin,  Llangedwyn  and  neighbouring  villages,  for  they  are  com- 
pletely cut  off  from  other  parts  of  the  district  and  have  to  depend 
on  themselves  which  no  doubt  brings  out  all  that  is  best  in  their 
characters. 

The  arrangements  for  Health  Visiting  in  this  District  have 
been  altered  this  year.  Whereas  formerly  one  Health  Visitor 
covered  the  whole  area  and  was  based  on  Chirk,  the  district  has 
now  been  divided  into  two  sections  with  a District  Nurse/Health 
Visitor  based  on  Llanrhaeadr,  working  the  Llanrhaeadr,  Pentre- 
felyn  and  Maengwynedd  areas,  the  remainder  of  the  District  is 
served  by  a whole-time  Health  Visitor  working  from  Chirk.  It 
is  unfortunate  that  there  have  been  many  changes  of  Health 
Visitors  working  this  area  in  recent  years  which  is  not  conducive 
to  the  best  results  being  obtained.  Some  have  even  had  to  work 
the  District  on  a bicycle  which  is  an  impossibility.  A car  is 
absolutely  essential  to  get  around  these  country  villages  and 
farms  if  they  are  to  be  visited  at  sufficiently  frequent  intervals 
to  do  any  good.  The  present  Health  Visitors  have  cars  and  we 
must  hope  that  they  will  remain  with  us  for  a reasonable  time. 


SEWERAGE  AND  DRAINAGE. 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal  schemes  have  been  completed 
at  Pontfadog,  Halton,  Pentre  and  Tregeiriog.  The  scheme 
at  Llanrhaeadr  is  also  making  progress.  During  the  year  the 
Council’s  main  sewer  at  Llanrhaeadr  became  blocked  and  several 
Council  Houses  at  Maes  Morgan  were  flooded.  This  was  caused 
by  certain  manholes  under  construction  by  the  Midland  Con- 
struction Co.,  Ltd.,  for  the  Council  in  the  bed  of  the  river  be- 
coming covered  with  water  by  reason  of  the  river  rising  during  a 
heavy  storm  causing  the  water  to  rise  above  the  completed  work 
and  entering  the  manholes  which  were  not  covered. 

Whether  this  is  the  only  cause  is  debatable  as  the  flooding 
has  occurred  from  time  to  time  and  it  is  essential  in  the  interests 
of  the  health  of  the  inhabitants  that  any  faults  in  the  construction 
of  this  sewer  should  be  remedied. 
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WATER  SUPPLY. 

All  villages  and  towns  in  our  District  have  a piped  supply, 
which  are  supplied  by  the  Councils  reservoirs  at  Chirk,  Pandy, 
Garth,  Tregeiriog,  Llansilin,  Moelfre,  Llanarmon  and  Bwlch- 
yddar. 

The  Pentre  Water  Supply  Scheme  was  completed  during 
the  year. 

Several  complaints  were  received  from  Llanrhaeadr  owing 
to  the  presence  of  a thick  brown  sediment  in  the  water  at  frequent 
intervals  which  though  harmless  caused  considerable  inconven- 
ience to  the  townsfolk.  This  water  is  obtained  from  the  Liverpool 
Mains. 

These  huge  water  mains  running  through  our  District  are  an 
occasional  source  of  danger  to  the  inhabitants  owing  to  bursting 
of  the  pipes  with  consequent  flooding. 

A very  serious  burst  occurred  at  Llanrhaeadr  in  the  night 
8th — 9th  January,  1954,  causing  serious  flooding  and  damage 
to  .property  in  the  village.  Had  it  occurred  in  the  day  time 
when  people  were  about  there  may  well  have  been  fatalities. 
It  is  evident  that  these  mains  require  constant  supervision  and 
inspection  to  see  that  they  are  in  good  repair  so  that  the  danger 
of  recurrence  of  this  flooding  with  its  accompanying  danger  to 
life  will  be  prevented  and  everything  possible  should  be  done  to 
see  that  it  does  not  happen  again. 

HOUSING. 

Housing  presents  a problem  which  seems  to  be  always  with 
us  for  although  houses  are  continually  being  built  the  demand 
seems  to  be  as  great  as  ever.  It  is  unfortunately  true  that  there 
are  persons  in  our  District  living  in  houses  unfit  for  human  habi- 
ation  and  often  with  the  added  discomfort  of  overcrowding. 
Every  effort  is  made  to  give  consideration  to  Tuberculous  cases 
who  are  recommended  for  rehousing  by  the  Chest  Clinic. 

Apart  from  the  problem  of  building  new  houses  is  the  equally 
urgent  one  of  maintaining  existing  houses  in  a fit  state  for  human 
habitation. 

Since  1939  it  was  not  possible  for  private  owners  to  do  much 
to  their  property  owing  to  various  restriction  so  that  many 
dwellings  have  gradually  deteriorated  and  require  much  money 
spending  on  them.  This  Council  put  forward  a plan  for  re- 
conditioning and  conversion  of  numbers  1 — 8 Waterfall  Street, 
Llanrhaeadr,  by  converting  them  into  four  two-bedroomed 
houses  with  bath  rooms,  coal  house  and  W.C.  at  cost  of  £770 
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per  house,  however,  an  Exchequer  subsidy  was  not  available. 
Council  houses  have  been  built  at  Rhosywaen,  Pontfadog,  Glyn- 
ceiriog,  Penybont  and  Llanrhaeadr.  It  is  of  great  importance 
that  the  housing  programme  be  pressed  on  with  vigour  in  order 
to  bring  decent  housing  conditions  to  those  who  are  without. 

Finally  I desire  to  express  my  sincere  thanks  to  the  Chairman 
and  Members  of  the  Council  for  their  unfailing  kindness  and 
consideration  throughout  the  year.  I should  like  to  thank 
Mr.  Aubrey  and  his  Staff  for  their  loyal  help  and  co-operation  in 
all  things  at  all  times.  Last  but  not  least  is  the  debt  of  gratitude 
I owe  to  Mr.  Richards,  the  Clerk  to  the  Council,  and  his  Staff, 
whose  advice  and  help  in  all  matters  have  been  of  great  help  to 
me. 

HOUSING  CONTRACTS  PROGRESS. 

Chirk— Rhosywaen  Housing  Site  No.  2.— 40  Traditional  Type  and  6 Shops 
with  Flats. 

{a)  20  Non-Parlour  and  9 Parlour  Type  Houses  completed  and  occupied — 
good  progress  maintained  on  houses  and  shops  with  flats  in  course 
of  erection. 

Approval  has  also  been  received  for  the  erection  of  a further 
36  Traditional  Type  Houses  on  this  site. 

( b ) Cornish  Unit  Houses.  Work  commenced  on  the  erection  of  66 
Cornish  Unit  dwellings. 

Pontfadog  Housing  Site.  6 Traditional  Non-Parlour  Type ; 2 Parlour 

Type  Houses  completed.  This  completes  the  site  of  22  houses. 

Pandy,  Glynceiriog.  4 Parlour  Type  Houses  completed. 

Green  Ucha,  Llanrhaeadr.  One  Block  of  Four  Type  “E  ” Flats  com- 
pleted. 

Penybont  Housing  Site.  2 Parlour  and  4 Non-Parlour  Type  Houses  com- 
pleted. 

The  Council  should  be  complimented  on  the  names  chosen 
for  its  Housing  Site,  e.g.,  Pontfadog  site  has  been  named  Maes- 
meredydd  ; Pandy — Maesypannwr,  and  Penybont — Dolenerys, 
all  lovely  names  directly  connected  by  local  history  with  the 
particular  site. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  ANALYSIS. 


Public  Supplies.  Class  1 16 

Class  3 4 

Class  4 8 


Private  Supplies.  11  Samples  examined,  7 were  satisfactory  and  4 un- 
satisfactory. 

The  following  Statement  shows  particulars  of  the  number  of 
dwelling  houses  and  the  number  of  population  supplied  from 
Public  Water  Mains  : — 
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Year  1953.  No.  of  Direct  to  House.  Stand  Pipes. 

Parish.  Houses.  No.  Percentage.  No.  Percentage. 

Chirk  1041  1010  97% 

Glyn  Traian  292  155  53% 

Glynceiriog  3p5  262  85.24% 

Taicadwaladr  43  30  69.76% 

Llanarmon  D.C.  62  39  62.9%  7 11.29% 

Llansilin  305  91  29.83%  17  5.  6% 

Llangedwyn  52  46  88.46%  

Llanarmon  19  17  89.47% 

Llanrhaeadr  87  237  29.36%  11  1.36% 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1939.  Section  14. 

There  are  no  premises  in  the  areas  registered  for  the  manu- 
facture of  ice  cream  or  preserved  food. 

MILK  AND  DAIRIES  REGULATIONS,  1949. 

There  are  19  premises  registered  under  the  above  Regulations 
for  the  sale  of  milk  in  the  district. 

SCAVENGING. 

This  has  been  carried  out  in  a satisfactory  manner  in  all 
areas. 


Cost. 

£ s.  d. 

Regional  Scheme  - 2689  6 10 

Llansilin  318  14  4 

Llanrhaeadr  (paid  by  Llanfyllin  R. D.C.)  99  14  1 


SANITARY  INSPECTIONS. 

The  following  inspections  have  been  carried  out  during  the 
year  : — 


Houses  visited  UT*  ' 211 

Houses  re-visited  139 

Water  Works  191 

Sewage  Works  275 

Complaints  78 

Nuisances  ***,  ' 52 

Nuisances  re-visited  - 60 

Infectious  Diseases  ......  98 

Tuberculosis  6 

Various  inspections  504 

New  Buildings  ......  457 


SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL  SCHEMES. 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal  Scheme  has  been  completed 
at  Pontfadog,  and  arrangements  made  to  make  an  early  start  on 
schemes  for  the  villages  of  Llanarmon  D.C.,  Llansilin  and  Glyn- 
ceiriog. 
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FACTORIES  ACT. 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 


Particulars. 

Found. 

Remedied. 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

8 

7 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

Nil 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3) 

Nil 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

Nil 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.6) 

2 

2 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) — 
(a)  Insufficient 

1 

1 

( b ) Unsuitable  or  defective 

3 

3 

Total 

14 

13 

= 

— 

Outwork — 

Part  VIII  of  the  Act,  Sections  110  and  111 — Ml. 


FOODSTUFF  CONDEMNED. 

Bacon.  Canned  Meat.  Tinned  Fruit. 

59£  lbs.  55f  130 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

It  is  gratifying  to  report  the  area  has  been  free  from  any 
serious  epidemic  : — 


Pneumonia  2 

Polio  Encephalitis  .1  3 

Scarlet  Fever  5 

Measles  69 

Pul.  T.B 5 

Non-Pul.  T.B 1 

Whooping  Cough  ......  4 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ......  , 5 

Chicken  Pox  ......  10 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 

Primary  Dose.  Repeat  Dose. 

0—1  1—5  5—14  0—5  5—14 

4 4 1 12  42 

DIPHTHERIA  AND  WHOOPING  COUGH. 

Combined  Immunisation.  0 — 1 1 — 5 

16  18 


WHOOPING  COUGH  IMMUNISATION.— Nil. 


VACCINATION  CARRIED  OUT  DURING  1953. 

Primary  Vaccination.  Re-Vaccination 
0—1  1—2  2—4  5—14  Over  14  Over  15. 

26  2 1 1 4 3 
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VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Estimated  Population,  7,375  (Reg.  General). 


Live  Births. 

Males. 

Females. 

T otal. 

Legitimate 

....  49 

55 

104 

Illegitimate 

3 

4 

7 

Total  ... 

....  52 

59 

111 

Still  Births. 

Males. 

Females. 

T otal. 

Legitimate 

3 

1 

4 

Illegitimate 

Total  ... 

3 

1 

4 

Birth  Rate  per  1000. 

Birth  Rate  per  1000  of  Population — Crude — 15.05 — Corrected,  17.07. 
Whole  Country  — 15.  5. 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year. 

1952—53 

Males. 


Legitimate  2 

Illegitimate  

Total  2 


1952—53  Total. 

Females.  Total. 

1 3 


1 3 


Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1 year — 

Death  rate  per  1000  live  births  27.1 

Death  Rate  of  whole  country  \ ......  26.8 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  4 weeks. 

Males.  Females. 

Legitimate  1 1 

Illegitimate  

Total  1 1 


Rate  per  1000  Live  Births — 18. 
Whole  country — 11.4  per  1000. 


Deaths. 

Males.  Females. 

59  40 

Death  rate  per  1000  of  population.  Crude — 13.4. 
Whole  country  ......  — 11.4 


T otal. 

99 

Corrected — 1 2.06. 
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Causes  of  Death. 


1952  1953 

Acute  Infantile  Encephalitis 

Syphilitic  Diseases  

Diabetes 

Hyperplases  of  porstate  1 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System  2 

Tuberculosis — other  forms  1 

Cancer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  4 2 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites  ......  6 7 

Cancer  of  breast  2 1 

Intra  cranial  vascular  Lesions  ......  11  16 

Heart  diseases  ......  30  41 

Bronchitis  ...._  4 

Pneumonia  2 2 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum  ......  3 1 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  11 

Other  Respiratory  diseases  1 1 

Appendicitis  _p 

Congenital  Malformation  1 1 

Road  Traffic  Accidents  1 1 

All  other  accidents  4 

Other  various  causes  ....... 

Suicide  * ......  1 

Influenza  1 

Nephritis  1 

Premature  Births  

Diseases  of  circulatory  system  ......  4 4 

Acute  Infantile  Encephalitis  : :•> 

Tuberculosis. 

Removed 

Cases  at  New  Cases.  Cases.  Cases  at 
31/12/52  1953  1953  30/12/53 

Pulmonary — Male  27  4 1 30 

Female  18  1 1 18 

Non-Pul.  Male  6 6 

Female  7 11  7 

HOUSING  REPAIRS  ACCOUNT. 

The  following  Tables  show  the  value  of  the  work  carried 
out  during  1953,  in  connection  with  the  maintenance  of  the 
Council’s  Housing  Estates  : — 
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No of  Houses 

1953—649  | 

1952—580  


To  Credit 
Repairs  A /c. 

£ s.  d. 
5697  1 2 

4788  12  5 


To  Debit 
Repairs  A /c. 

£ s.  d. 
6139  18  4 

4352  13  6 


Average  Cost 
per  house. 

£ s.  d. 

9 9 2 

7 10  1 


Plans  of  New  Buildings  Submitted. 


Alterations  and  Conversions  16 

New  Buildings  i 17 

Approved  ......  .«...  31 

Not  approved  ......  2 

Carried  out  - . 28 


I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


THOMAS  KENRICK  HUGHES, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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